The International Center 330-972-6349

You must file while you are in the US.

e The Form I-765 and the OPT 1-20 and other supporting documents must be received by USCIS within 30 days of
the DSO’s recommendation of OPT in SEVIS (refer to the date the 1-20 is issued).

e You may file an OPT application no earlier than 90 days before your program completion date or within 60 days
after your program completion date.

Finish your program on time.
Your 1-20 and SEVIS record has been shortened to reflect your program completion date.
o If you will not successfully complete your studies in the semester for which you have applied for OPT, contact
our office.
e Your F-1 status may be in jeopardy if you wait to notify us of this situation.

Check your case status online. Speak with an International Student Advisor if you find any errors.

End student employment.

Student employment, including CPT and on-campus employment, including TA/RA employment,
your program end date (this is the program end date listed on page 1 of your 1-20). You may not I
employment until after you receive your OPT EAD card AND the OPT start date listed on your E.

Search for appropriate OPT employment.

Acceptable employment during OPT can include standard employment, contract employment, sel
unpaid positions, if the activity does not violate any labor laws. If you are considering an unpaid p
the guide, Volunteering and Unpaid Internships for F-1 and J-1 Students” available on our websit

www.uakron.edu/international

[forms.
o All employment must average at least 20 hours per week to count as “full time” for purposes of OPT.
o All employment must be directly related to your major and educational level that is on your current
1-20. You and the employer make this determination.
e You may change employers as long as each job is directly related to your current major and educational level.

Stay within unemployment limits.
Students on post-completion OPT may have up to 90 days of unemployment.
 Each day (including weekends) during the period when OPT authorization begins and ends that you do not have
qualifying employment counts as a day of unemployment.
o OPT authorization begins on the employment start date shown on your EAD.
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Health insurance.
Once you are no longer enrolled as a student, you will not have or be required to have UA health insurance. We strongly

advise you contact oip-insurance@uakron.edu to purchase a private health insurance plan or contact our office for
information on other insurance companies. If you have UA’s international student health insurance plan, you will not
qualify for extension of the plan during OPT if you have a gap in dates of coverage.

Determine if you are eligible for the 24-Month OPT Extension.
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